
Cortez lost his wife, home and job, but has 
risen from grief to thanksgiving for the life he 
has today thanks to you . . . (cont’d on page 3)
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Record Crowds Expected  
for Thanksgiving Event 
One of our biggest events of the year is around 
the corner! On November 21, we’ll be putting on a 
Thanksgiving feast to feed more than 4,000 of our 
friends and neighbors who live on Skid Row. Read 
more about this extraordinary event inside.



From the Heart of  
Herb Smith

Dear Caring Friend, 

Like holiday celebrations in 
many families, Thanksgiving at Los 
Angeles Mission is a heartwarming 
mix of love, laughter, great food 
and a little bit of what I like to call 
“controlled chaos.” But that’s to be 
expected when you’re preparing to 
serve over 4,000 meals!

We’re already deep into 
preparations for the Annual 
Thanksgiving Event on November 
21. This special meal is important  
not only for the physical nourishment 
it provides to Skid Row friends and 
neighbors, but also for the beacon  
of hope and joy the entire day brings. 

Every year, as I look at the faces 
around the tables, I wonder who 
was drawn here by a meal but will 
be inspired to stay and begin a new 
journey? The love and compassion 
of the volunteers and staff who 
serve our guests is so often a catalyst 
for someone who realizes they 
want more in their lives. And at 
Thanksgiving, because of this meal, 
they will find themselves at the very 
place where life can begin anew.

Thanksgiving is a time of 
gratitude and hope. I’m so thankful 
for the abundance God has provided 
through generous friends like you, 
so we can share it with so many!

God bless you,

 
 
Herb Smith 
President/CEO

Thank you Wells Fargo for sponsoring another event.

Hope Served With Every 
Thanksgiving Meal . . . Thanks 
to Friends Like You!

Los Angeles Mission serves more than half a million nutritious meals 
throughout the year, but the most memorable are the nearly 4,000 meals 
served at our Thanksgiving event sponsored by Wells Fargo. This annual 
event welcomes thousands of people who are without a place to call home 
to enjoy a holiday feast and much more.

Thanks to our Mission friends and supporters, in addition to a delicious 
meal, guests receive critical supplies such as hygiene kits and blankets. 
Our volunteers also wash the feet of the homeless on this day. This act of 
compassion helps identify potential medical issues and provides caring 
contact for those living in the isolation and loneliness of life on the streets. 
We hope you’ll support these efforts with a generous gift so we can provide 
a hope-filled Thanksgiving meal and basic necessities to our neighbors who 
need it most.

Thank you for helping continue our Thanksgiving tradition for children like these.

You can help replace hurt with hope  
this Thanksgiving.

With 22% more elderly on the streets, 
your support is critical.

There’s no better 
way to spend $2.03 
this Thanksgiving!

Every $2.03 you share today will provide a 
nourishing Thanksgiving meal and loving care 
for someone who is hungry, alone . . . and 
in need of something to be thankful for this 
holiday season.

Rebuilding Lives at the Anne 
Douglas Center for Women
“The Miracle Girl” Gives Thanks for You!

Linda was in the process of changing her life at the Anne Douglas Center last 
summer when she was handed yet another setback — cancer. She spent two weeks in 
the intensive care unit and wasn’t expected to return to the Mission, or even survive.

“The lovely people at Anne Douglas Center for Women and Los Angeles Mission 
prayed constantly for me,” she says.  She credits those prayers with the wonderful 
news she received in January — her cancer was gone! Linda happily accepted her 
new nickname, “The Miracle Girl” when she returned to the Anne Douglas Center. 
“There’s not much I’m not thankful for,” she says. “But I guess I’m only in the 
middle of God’s plan.”

Linda describes herself as “a perpetual student” and is continuing her studies 
towards becoming a prison chaplain. She’s met other women who have pursued 
that path and Linda wants to follow in their footsteps, “. . . presenting the Gospel 
to women in prison and winning hearts and souls for Jesus.”

Linda is so thankful for the classes and programs that helped her turn her life 
around and the entire Los Angeles Mission community. It’s because of your prayers 
and generous donations that so much is possible and why participants, including 
Linda, are so grateful!

“ I’m thankful to the 
Lord for bringing 
me through and 
pray He’ll keep me 
going.”  – Cortez

“ Thank you for making 
this possible!  We’re  
so grateful.”  – Linda

From Grief to Gratitude, Cortez 
Finds New Life at the Mission

This Thanksgiving will mark the two-year anniversary of when Cortez’s 
life began to spin out of control. On November 11, 2015, his wife of 25 
years passed away from congestive heart failure, just days before their 
anniversary. As grief overtook him, he also lost his job. By that February 
he would be living in his car . . . until the car broke down and he couldn’t 
afford to fix it.

For a little over a year, he would stifle the pain and grief in drugs and 
alcohol, panhandling to survive in various parts of Los Angeles. He began 
to pray that God would free him from his addictions. But it wasn’t until 
July of 2017 that his prayers were answered. Cortez came to Los Angeles 
Mission for new clothes and luggage to carry the few items he still owned.  
“I was overwhelmed and the light came on,” he says of walking through  
the Mission doors. “I felt compelled to stay.”

At the Mission, Cortez found hope through counseling and sobriety.  
“I’m a much different person today. I walked into Los Angeles Mission 
broken and suffering with grief and alcoholism. Now, I have a closer 
relationship with the Lord, am facing my alcoholism, working through 
my grief, and staying clean,” he says. “There’s still a lot of work ahead.  
I’m thankful to the Lord for bringing me through and pray He’ll keep 
me going.”

Many people come to Los Angeles Mission simply looking for a  
meal, shower or clean clothing and, like Cortez, they find so much more.  
Thanks to the generous support of donors, like you, starting a new  
chapter in life really is possible. Cortez is living proof!



Los Angeles Mission
303 E 5th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90013
(213) 629-1227 ext. 400

Stay Connected
Keep track of the latest Mission news, 
make safe online donations and more.
LosAngelesMission.org

LOS ANGELES MISSION 
DONATION DROP OFF
316 Winston Street  
Los Angeles, CA 90013

UPCOMING EVENTS/
SAVE THE DATES

10/6 & 11/3   
Volunteer Orientation
If you’d like to volunteer at the Mission, 
it’s important for you to attend an 
orientation session. To register for the 
next orientation, please visit us at 
LosAngelesMission.org/act.

10/6  
Anne Douglas Center Graduate 
Honor’s Evening

10/12 
Graduation Day

10/25   
Legacy of Vision Gala
Please join us for the Los Angeles 
Mission’s Annual Gala at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel.  For more information, 
contact Ivan Klassen at iklassen@
lamission.net or please call (213) 629-
1227 ext. 325 for more information and 
sponsorship opportunities.

11/21    
Thanksgiving Street Event
Join us for our Annual Thanksgiving 
celebration! You won’t want to miss 
one of our biggest events of the year.

For information on more upcoming events at 
Los Angeles Mission, please call (213) 629-1227 
ext. 400.

You Can Change A Life Today!
When you use the enclosed reply form to send a donation you’ll be 
helping Los Angeles Mission provide meals, care and life-changing 
services to people who are on their way to transformation. Please 
give generously and offer your encouragement to neighbors who 
are rebuilding broken lives one day at a time. Thank you!

What You Don’t Need 
Can Change Lives

Would you consider “giving away” a portion 
of the retirement assets you no longer need if 
you knew those assets could change lives? There 
is a way to do just that since the charitable IRA 
rollover option was signed into law. This great 
tax planning strategy allows donors to “give 
away” between $100 and $100,000. When  
you make a direct transfer from your IRA to  
a charity like Los Angeles Mission, the gift:

•  Remains outside of your adjusted gross income
•  Counts toward your required minimum distribution for the year
•  Serves as an intuitive option for those taking the increased standard deduction
• Is tax-free
• Will impact lives for generations to come

Please consider taking advantage of the charitable IRA rollover option to 
make a gift to Los Angeles Mission that will change lives today and tomorrow!

For more information, please contact Randy Hess at (213) 629-1227 ext. 357.

The Simplest Way to Make a Difference!
Our Meals-A-Month giving option is a simple and convenient way 
to help those who need meals and care. Once you enroll, your 
chosen gift amount is automatically processed each month by the 
method you choose.  Your regular support as a Meals-A-Month 
donor helps us budget and plan more efficiently, allowing us to 

help people like Linda and Cortez.  Please consider becoming a Meals-A-Month 
donor today so we can reach even more people in need in our community. To 
sign-up online visit us at LosAngelesMission.org/give.  Or you can call Nuria 
Mora at (213) 629-1227, ext. 334 to join by phone.

M E A L S

A  M O N T H

Los Angeles Mission exists to provide 
help, hope and opportunity to men, 
women and children in need. These 
figures represent services provided 
through July 2018.

229,434
MEALS SERVED

72,970
NIGHTS OF SHELTER

78,231
CLEAN SHOWERS

66,170
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTED  

(PIECES)

MEALS & CARE
How your gifts are 
helping so far in 2018

Please make your check payable to Los Angeles Mission 
and return it with this slip in the envelope provided. To charge 
your gift by credit card, please fill out the information on 
reverse side, or call (213) 629-1227, ext. 400. A receipt for 
your tax-deductible gift will be sent to you shortly.

o  I want to become a Meals-A-Month partner and give a 
monthly gift of $________. My first gift is enclosed. (Please 
complete Giving Options section on reverse.)

PO Box 54059 | Los Angeles, CA  90054-0059
Give online at  
LosAngelesMission.org/Crossroads

M E A L S

A
 M O N T H
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Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Smith123 Main StreetAnytown, USA 12345-6789TATDFTTDDDADTTFAAFDAFATAFDDTTTFAFFFAFFFDTDAADFAADATDDTDFAATFDFFDA

From Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Smith,please accept my Thanksgiving contribution!Yes, I want to help provide a hearty Thanksgiving meal and 
compassionate care for friends and neighbors on Skid Row. 
Please use my gift to Los Angeles Mission where it’s needed 
most this holiday season. Enclosed is my gift of:o $_____ to help as much as possible!


