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_ : CHALLENGE
Knowing she could never survive on the DOUBLES YOUR

streets, Janet came to the Anne Douglas IMPACT!
Center for Women at Los Angeles Mission. (detalls on p.3)

Read how your impact changed her life on page 2




A Blessing
and a
Privilege
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Dear Caring Friend,

N
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I’ve been asked many times
if I ever get discouraged by the
overwhelming need in Los Angeles
County. The simple truth is yes.
There are times when I look around
and, for a moment, wonder how
we’ll ever reach the many people
who desperately need help. But
then I remember that we’re not
alone in this.

At the helm of the Mission is
a loving God who wants the best
for His children and continues to
blow doors wide open so that life-
changing ministry can take place.

Then there are compassionate
friends like you who stand with
us through thick and thin, giving
from the heart so that vulnerable
neighbors facing homelessness
and other crises might experience
restoration and new lives filled
with hope.

What a blessing and privilege
it is that God has chosen to work
through us to transform individuals,
families and our community as a
whole. Thank you for your faithful
partnership and for the sacrifices you
make for the sake of those in need.

Sincerely,

Dennis Oleesky
CEO

Thanks to
You, Janet
Has New
Hope and
a New
Purpose

“It's been such a blessing &
to minister to others.” &%

Janet has a huge heart. As the sole caretaker of her aging mother,
who suffered from dementia, she was happy to spend her days and nights
in the role of live-in nurse. But when her mom got to the point where
she needed to enter a full-time care facility, Janet was faced with another
challenge. She could no longer afford to pay rent.

Knowing she could never survive on the streets, Janet came to the
Anne Douglas Center for Women at Los Angeles Mission. “I was 73 and
homeless for the first time in my life,” she recalls. “When I got here, 1
prayed, ‘Father, thank you for giving me this roof over my head and a
safe place to stay.’”

Janet Was Not Alone

She quickly learned that there were many other women who were
also experiencing homelessness. “There were people facing much bigger
challenges than me,” she says. “It broke my heart.”

Thankful for the shelter, meals and other care she received, and inspired
by the plight of those around her, Janet’s caretaker instincts kicked in.
She wanted to help and began listening to the other women’s stories.

Ministering to Others

The more Janet listened, the more the other women opened up.
“I tried to share with them any wisdom the Lord has given me,” she
says. “It’s been such a blessing to minister to others, even as I’m being
ministered to.”

Janet’s heart is filled with gratitude for the help she’s received, and
she wants us to pass this message on to you: “I say this from my heart
— thank you. Your support is so needed here.”

Your compassion saved Janet from homelessness,

and your ongoing support ensures more individuals
get critical help.




You Helped Juan
Break a Familial
Cycle of Poverty

“I remember my father begging on the
streets for change,” Juan says, recalling
his childhood and his dad’s struggles with
addiction. “I knew what it was to be very
poor — to wear cardboard on my feet
instead of shoes.”

As much as Juan hated that life, he
followed in his father’s footsteps, turning
to drugs when he was just 13. In time, he
got married and had a family, but he could
never shake the addiction, which ultimately
cost him his family and home.

Stories like Juan and Melissa’s are
made possible by friends like you.

While living on the streets, Juan had a heartbreaking epiphany: He’d done the
same thing to his family that his father did to him. His daughter Melissa was proof.
She too had turned to drugs and alcohol and had ended up on the streets. Desperate
to turn things around, Juan came to Los Angeles Mission for help. “That’s where
everything started coming together for me, and my relationship with God grew,”
he says.

When Melissa saw the transformation taking place in her father’s life, she
joined him here at the Mission. And today, Juan and Melissa are both thriving.
“I never dreamed I’d see Melissa and I both healthy and sober,” Juan says.
“The Mission and the donors saved our lives.”

Your support will bless Juan’s family for generations to come.
Thank you!

$69,000 Matching
Gift Challenge
DOUBLES Your
IMPACT!

Please don’t miss this incredible
opportunity! A group of Los Angeles
Mission supporters who share your deep
compassion for our neighbors in need
have anonymously provided a limited-time
$69,000 Matching Gift Challenge.

That means your generous gift today will go 2X as far to reach the most
vulnerable in our community with meals, shelter and vital care that leads to
lasting change.

The Matching Gift Challenge deadline is June 26.

Please take a moment to send your generous gift today so it can double in
impact to help even more men, women and families in crisis.

Your gift today doubles in impact to
help twice as many people.

PLEASE
DON'T FORGET

AMERICA'S
VETERANS

IN NEED!

Though the number of veterans
experiencing homelessness is down
across the country, there are still
thousands of them on the streets
of Los Angeles who are struggling
with homelessness and hunger.

These brave men and women
who risked everything to protect
the freedoms you and | enjoy today
deserve better. And together, we
can do something about that.

Thanks to the Matching Gift
Challenge, your donation today
will double in impact to help
provide them with meals, care
and opportunities for a fresh
start. Please give as you are able!




VOLUNTEERING IS Give and Receive
clOJo DRSO LI L | SRIOIVINY | tr0ucing Gifts That Pay You Income

It may sound too good to be true, but you can support Los Angeles
When you volunteer at Los Mission in a dynamic way AND receive steady income payments . . .
Angeles Mission, you'll impact for life!

many lives, including your own. o . ) L ]
Visit lamission.volunteerhub.com A life income gift can be established by giving cash, or you can give

or call (213) 629-1227 Ext. 412 non-cash assets that you no longer need or care to manage (such as rental
for a list of current opportunities. property or a vacation home).

Depending on your funding method, you may receive an immediate tax
deduction at the time of your gift and then steady payments for you or a
loved one for a lifetime (or a designated number of years). The remainder
of your gift will further the compassionate work of the Mission!

A growing number of our supporters have already discovered the
benefits of this no-catch solution to meeting the needs of local men,
women and families in crisis.

To learn more and find out if a life income gift is right for meeting
your personal and charitable giving goals, please reach out to:

Cliff Marshall

Chief Development Officer

(213) 629-1227, Ext. 326

cmarshall@lamission.net o

Matching *,
Gift Challenge ¢
DOUBLES the
impact of your

~ donation
" . today!
Become a Meals-A-Month Partner! -

Thousands of men, women, families and veterans depend on Los Angeles Mission for basic life essentials
like food. You can help meet their needs by becoming a Meals-A-Month partner today. Your monthly support
will allow us to stretch every dollar a little further and ensure no one on Skid Row or the surrounding areas
goes hungry.

~

To sign up online, visit us at Give.LosAngelesMission.org. Or call (213) 629-1227 Ext. 334 to join by phone.

ACTION ALERT! Urgent Help Needed!

The number of people experiencing homelessness continues to grow sharply, and requests for help
from Los Angeles Mission have increased just as much. Your generous support is needed today to
provide meals, shelter and care to our most vulnerable neighbors who are struggling every day.
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