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Crisis to 
Confidence
Thanks to friends 
like you, Darlene  
is thriving for the 
first time ever. 

SUMMER
EMERGENCY

3X MATCHING GIFT!
As needs escalate across L.A., 

your gift today will TRIPLE to offer 

3X the vital services for our 

neighbors on the streets.

More inside . . .



Dear Caring Friend, 

For our neighbors experiencing 
homelessness, every day of the 
summer is a fight to survive.

In addition to their ongoing 
struggles with hunger and the dangers 
of street life, they are faced with 
sweltering heat and the various threats 
that come with it: dehydration, food 
poisoning and heatstroke.

Add to that the increase in acts 
of street violence, and summer for 
them can feel like hell on earth.

Such extreme needs call for 
extreme measures. That’s why I’m 
thrilled to share with you about a 
Matching Gift that will TRIPLE 
your support today, up to $47,000. 

Every dollar you give to Los 
Angeles Mission will go 3X as far 
to reach vulnerable individuals and 
families with fresh water, nourishing 
meals, safe shelter and other vital care 
during the harsh summer months.

Please take advantage of this 
limited-time opportunity to bring 3X 
the help and hope to men, women 
and children in desperate need — 
and to guide them to real, lasting 
change. Thank you! 

 
 

Dennis Oleesky 
CEO

Darlene lived in crisis mode for most of her life. 
Childhood trauma left her struggling with complex 
mental health issues, including PTSD. And school was 
a constant challenge, as she required one-to-one help 
and often got into fights. But it was during her teen 
years that Darlene’s life really spiraled out of control. 

Losing Her Firstborn
At 16, she learned she was going to be a mom and was sent to a high 

school for teen girls in crisis. When the baby arrived, the added pressure 
of caring for a child when she didn’t know how to care for herself became 
too much to bear, and Darlene turned to alcohol and drugs as an escape. 
With tensions escalating at home, she took off in search of some peace and 
clarity, leaving her mom to care for the baby.

When Darlene eventually returned, she had lost custody of her child due 
to abandonment. “I just felt emptiness because the firstborn I had was taken 
from me,” Darlene says. “My daughter was taken away from me, and I had 
a mental breakdown.” 

God Opened a Door
Over the years, Darlene tried to move forward. She even married and 

had more children. But her emotional scars ran deep, as did her addiction. 
In 2024, Darlene found herself in drug court, facing a lengthy jail sentence. 
Instead, she was released to the Anne Douglas Center for Women at Los 
Angeles Mission. Through our life-changing classes aimed at restoration, 
Darlene started putting God first — praying, reading the Bible, attending 
church and even being baptized. She also committed to exercising and 
fasting. 

With help from friends like you, Darlene recently graduated from our 
program, and her transformation has been remarkable. She has a good job with 
a local retailer, feels good about herself and, for the first time ever, is thriving.

“I’m two years clean and sober, I’ve got my own apartment, and my 
family trusts me,” she says. “Thank you for making it possible.”

Crisis to 
Confidence
You helped 
Darlene finally 
feel good about 
herself.

Your continued support today, tripled through the Matching Gift, will help 
more people like Darlene discover God’s restorative love.

Extreme 
Needs Call 
for Extreme 
Measures



Matching Gift TRIPLES 
Your Support!

Damont Knows in His Heart That God 
Will Never Abandon Him 

By the time Damont was 10, he’d experienced more trauma than any child 
ever should. He saw his father assault his mother. He watched her pack her 
bags and leave, never to return. And his dad was routinely intoxicated, leaving 
him to fend for himself. It’s no wonder Damont felt abandoned and unloved.

At 16, due to his father’s addiction and inability to provide a safe home, 
Damont was placed in the foster care system, where he bounced from home 
to home. Finally, he was adopted by a woman who became a caring mother 
figure to him. For a few short years, life felt somewhat “normal” for Damont. 
He actually felt loved, and he graduated from high school. Sadly, his adoptive 
mom passed away suddenly and he was once again without family.

A Glimmer of Hope
Miraculously, despite all the hurdles that had been thrown his way, Damont 

managed to go to college, where he earned a degree in computer science. For 
a while, things were looking up. He got married, landed a job in computer 
software and became a dad to two children. But over the years, marriage 
struggles started to brew. Then he was laid off. The financial stress during that 
time led to frequent disagreements and fighting — and to excessive drinking.

When Damont’s wife divorced him, he hit rock bottom. Feeling angry and 
lost, he took a page from his father’s book and tried to drown his sorrows with 
alcohol. At the urging of some friends and relatives, he agreed to come to Los 
Angeles Mission. Here, he found much more than meals and shelter. Through 
mentorship, Bible studies and recovery classes, Damont has reconnected with 
his Heavenly Father and has deepened his faith. 

Damont is forever thankful for the Mission and friends like you who make 
our ministry possible. “Whatever you give helps someone like me to work 
out the things I’ve been through and have a second chance at life.”

Thank you for your generosity that has helped Damont — and countless 
others — find their way off the streets and into a relationship with God!

At the Mission, Damont has rekindled his relationship with God!

LAST 
CHANCE

Los Angeles Mission  
is committed to turning  
this summer of hurt into  
a SUMMER OF HOPE for  

our most vulnerable 
unhoused neighbors. 

A $47,000 Matching Gift 
has been created by a 

friend of the Mission that 
will TRIPLE your donation 
— but you must act soon. 

The deadline for this 
tremendous opportunity  

is June 26.

As the heat rises, so do  
the risks faced by men, 

women and families 
struggling to survive on the 

streets of L.A. each day. 

Requests for help are 
increasing. Please don’t 

miss this chance to bless 
3X as many lives with your 
compassionate gift today! 



Volunteer 
Opportunities Await

When you volunteer, lives are 
changed, including your own. 
Visit lamission.volunteerhub.com 
or call (213) 629-1227 Ext. 412 
to learn about current volunteer 
opportunities.

Make the Most of Your Giving 
4 transformational gifts that reduce your taxes

Meals-A-Month Partners Needed
Thousands of individuals and families turn to Los Angeles Mission every month for nutritious meals, shelter 
and other life-changing resources. Will you help meet the ongoing need in our community by becoming 
a Meals-A-Month partner? Joining is easy, and your recurring gifts each month will help provide a steady 
stream of support that transforms lives.

Go to Give.LosAngelesMission.org to sign up online, or call (213) 629-1227 Ext. 334 to join by phone.

SUMMER ACTION ALERT! Your Gift Today TRIPLES!
For individuals and families trying to survive on L.A.’s streets, summertime can be especially brutal. As 
the hot sun beats down on concrete sidewalks and asphalt roads, rising temperatures increase threats of 
dehydration and heatstroke. Thanks to a Matching Gift, every dollar you give today to Los Angeles Mission 
will be tripled up to $47,000 to reach our most vulnerable neighbors with water, shelter, meals and other 
vital care. Please give today to help 3X as much!

1. Give Appreciated Stock – If you’ve owned stock for 
at least a year, you can receive a double tax benefit by 
donating it to the Mission. Not only will you receive a tax 
deduction for the stock’s fair market value, but you’ll also 
avoid paying capital gains. 

2. Give Real Estate – If you have real estate that’s 
increased in value and you no longer need it, consider 
gifting all or a portion of it prior to selling. Doing so 
allows you to bypass the capital gains and receive a 
charitable deduction.

3. Give From an IRA – If you are 70 ½ or older, you 
can make tax-free distributions from your IRA, up to just 
over $100,000 (indexed annually for inflation)! These gifts 
count toward your annual required minimum distribution, 
and none of the IRA distributions will be included in your 
adjusted gross income. 

4. Make a Life Income Gift – Give cash or other property 
and receive income for the rest of your life. The remainder 
of the gift goes to the Mission to continue changing lives.

To learn more, contact Cliff Marshall, Chief Development Officer,
at (213) 629-1227, Ext. 326, or cmarshall@lamission.net

M E A L S

A  M O N T H

Los Angeles Mission

303 E. 5th Street

Los Angeles, CA 90013

(213) 629-1227 Ext. 400

Stay Connected
Keep track of the latest Mission news, 

make safe online donations and more.

LosAngelesMission.org

LOS ANGELES MISSION 
DONATION DROP OFF
351 S Anderson Street
Los Angeles, CA 90033

My Mission. Your Mission. Hours of operation are Monday-Friday: 9am–4pm
Closed on Saturday and Sunday


